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Helping start-ups scale

Tony Waller, Corporate Partner and Founder of CMS equIP
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Who is CMS?
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 Full service law firm with a strong sector focus in technology, media 

and telecommunications

 Working with some of the biggest names in tech and other sectors as 

well as up and coming disruptors

 Well networked in each industry through clients and industry partners

 The only law firm in Europe that can offer you extensive IP support 

through our 100 strong international team of IP lawyers, patent and 

trade mark attorneys



CMS equIP | December 2018

What is CMS equIP?
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 Curated and selective programme aimed at high-growth tech start-ups

 A ‘whole-firm’ investment of our time, without impacting your equity

 Helping start-ups scale is just as important as looking after our global 

client-base

 Our clients and partners love it

 Building a trusted long-lasting relationship takes work, we know we 

have to earn it

 Currently in its third successful year

 Founded by Tony Waller and Sarah Wright

 40 lawyers in equIP core team

 “Growth Business Enabler of the Year” finalist at the Startups Awards 

2018
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equIP in numbers
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£25,000 pa at 50% cost

25
patent registrations

4
exits

3
years 
old

>60 
members

>50
Seed, A & B 

investment 

rounds Intros to Multiple investors and VCs

#1 TMT 
legal expertise
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Our members
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Becoming a CMS equIP member
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 We are taking a portfolio approach sector agnostic, but ‘tech’

 A “Team First” focus

 Looking for IP rich businesses, challenging the status quo

 Early but established businesses with strong growth prospects

 The potential to secure a Series A investment in the next 9-12 months

 Ask businesses to pitch to join

 Starting a relationship always requires a conversation

 A relationship is a two-way street

 Your law firm can be one of the most important relationships in your 

growth
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A typical member’s journey
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What do we offer?
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 The ‘whole-firm’ investment philosophy

 What can a €1.3bn Law Firm do for you?

 Access our Resources

 Access our People

 Access our Network – our contacts are your future clients, investors, 

partners

 We don’t pigeon-hole. We know every businesses’ needs are different

 Bespoke, sector focused legal advice at special discounted rates. 

‘Golden Hours’

 Plus fixed-fee services including an IP health check, advice on 

fundraising, share schemes, employment and standard T&Cs
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International expansion
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 January 2016: CMS equIP Programme launched in the UK

 Mid-2017: First members join from outside of the UK

 February 2018: Launch in Singapore

 March 2018: First member in UAE

 June 2018: Launch in Austria

 Summer 2018: Launch in CEE

 September 2018: Launch in Scotland

 December 2018: Launch in Germany and Luxembourg

 2019: France, Spain, Netherlands and beyond…

The first truly global start-up programme launched by a law firm
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CMS Legal Services EEIG (CMS EEIG) is a European Economic Interest Grouping that coordinates an organisation of 

independent law firms. CMS EEIG provides no client services. Such services are solely provided by CMS EEIG’s member 

firms in their respective jurisdictions. CMS EEIG and each of its member firms are separate and legally distinct entities,

and no such entity has any authority to bind any other. CMS EEIG and each member firm are liable only for their own acts 

or omissions and not those of each other. The brand name “CMS” and the term “firm” are used to refer to some or all 

of the member firms or their offices.

CMS locations:

Your free online legal information service.

A subscription service for legal articles 

on a variety of topics delivered by email.

www.cms-lawnow.com

Your expert legal publications online.

In-depth international legal research 

and insights that can be personalised. 

eguides.cmslegal.com

Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade, Bogotá, Berlin, Bratislava, Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, 

Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Dusseldorf, Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, 

Kyiv, Leipzig, Lima, Lisbon, Ljubljana, London, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Medellín, Mexico City, Milan, Moscow, 

Munich, Muscat, Paris, Podgorica, Poznań, Prague, Rio de Janeiro, Reading, Rome, Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Seville, 

Shanghai, Sheffield, Singapore, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tehran, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.

This presentation is intended to highlight potential issues and provide general information and not to provide legal advice. 

You should not take, or refrain from taking, action based on its content. If you have any questions, please contact your main

contact partner at the relevant CMS member firm.

cms.law 


